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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

Original Application No 
/4 ~ 

' NOTARIA L 

Somveer Singh F plicant(s) 

Versus 

State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors .. . Respondent(s) 

Affidavit on behalf of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change 

(Respondent No. 3) 

I, Ms. Vijaya Ratre W/o Dr. Arun Ahirwar, aged about 37 years, 

presently working as Assistant Inspector General of Forest at the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Regional Office, Lucknow, 

Kendriya Bhawan, 5th Floor, Sector "H", Aliganj, Lucknow-226020, Uttar 

Pradesh, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under: -

1. That, I am, the above named Deponent, authorized and well conversant with 

the facts and circumstances of the present case and thus competent to swear 

the present Affidavit. 
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2. That, under the present application, the applicant has alleged that the pond 

situated in Khasra No. 440, measuring 1.442 hectares, located in Tehsil 

Sardhana, has been illegally encroached upon by private individuals. It is 

further alleged that despite the issuance of eviction orders and initiation of 

appropriate action by the--concemed authorities, the said encroachment has 

not been removed. This has reportedly led to environmental degradation, 

hindered the rejuvenation of the pond, and adversely affected the 

groundwater recharge capacity. 

3. That, vide order dated 01.04.2025, the Hon'ble Tribunal issued a notice to 

the respondents for filing of their responses. 

4. That at the outset, it is submitted that this respondent, MoEF&CC is the 

nodal agency of the Central Government for the planning, promotion, co­

ordination and overseeing the implementation of India's environment and 

forest policies. The primary concern of the Ministry is the implementation of 

policies and guidelines relating to conservation of the country's forests, 

lakes and ri v~rs, its biodiversity, natural resources and wildlife. 

5. That, the 'land' & 'water' are a subject matter of State Government. The 

forest/wetland areas and the legal boundaries thereof are determined and 

maintained by the concerned State Govermnent. That being the repository of 
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land records, State Government has the primary responsibility to determine 

status of any parcel of land, giving due regards to gazette notifications, 

provisions under Central and State Acts and concerned judgments and 

directions of the Hon'ble Courts/Tribunals. 

6. That, for effective conservation and management of wetlands in the country, 

the MoEF&CC, had notified the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) 

Rules, 2017, superseding the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) 

Rules, 2010 with decentralization of powers in view of the fact that "Water 

and Land" are subjects which come under the purview of the State List. 

Under these Rules, the State/Union Territories Wetland Authorities have 

been constituted, thereby, replacing the erstwhile Central Wetlands 

Regulatory Authority. The powers & functions of State/UT wetland 

authorities are outlined under Rule 5, while Rule 7 specifies the delegation 

of powers and functions to the State Governments and UT Administrations 

for notification of the wetlands. The Wetlands (Conservation and 

Management) Rules, 2017 are annexed as Annexure/R3/l. 

7. That, according to Rule 2(g) of the aforesaid 2017 rules, "wetland" means 

an area qf marsh, fen, peat/and or water; whether natural or artificial, 

permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish 

3129



or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does 

not exceed six meters, but does not include river channels, paddy fields, 

human-made water bodies/tanks specifically constructed for drinking water 

purposes and structures specifically constructed for aquaculture, salt 

production, recreation and irrigation purpose. 

8. That, Rule 3 of the aforesaid rules, stipulates their applicability to: (a) 

wetlands categorized as 'wetlands of international importance' under the 

Ramsar Convention; and (b) wetlands as notified by the Central 

Government, State Government and Union Territory Administration. 

Provided that these rules shall not apply to the wetlands falling in areas 

covered under the Indian Forest Act, 1927, the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, the State Forest Acts, and the 

Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 2011 as amendedfrom time to time. 

9. That, Rule 4(1) provides that wetlands shall be conserved and managed in 

accordance with the principle of 'wise use' as determined by the Wetlands 

Authority. Rule 4(2) enumerates the activities which are prohibited within 

the wetlands: 

a. Conversion for non-wetland uses including encroachment of any kind; 

b. Setting up of any industry and expansion of existing industries,· 

~V:: 'b 

~ ' 

\ 

. _______ ..,. ... 
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c. manufacture or handling or storage or disposal of construction and 

demolition waste covered under the Construction and Demolition Waste 

Management Rules, 2016,· hazardous substances covered under the 

Manufacture, Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical Rules, 1989 or 

the Rules for Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and Storage of 

Hazardous Micro-organisms Genetically engineered organisms or cells, 

1989 or the Hazardous Wastes (Management, Handling and Trans­

boundary Movement) Rules, 2008,· electronic waste covered under the E­

Waste (Management) Rules, 2016,· 

d. Solid waste dumping,· 

e. Discharge of untreated wastes and effluents from industries, cities, 

towns, villages and other human settlements; 

f. any construction of a permanent nature except for boat jetties within fifty 

meters from the mean high flood level observed in the past ten years 

calculated from the date of commencement of these rules,· and, 

g. Poaching. 

Provided that the Central Government may consider proposals from 

the State Government or Union Territory Administration for omitting any of 

the activities on the recommendation of the Authority. 
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10. That, the States/ State Wetlands Authorities (SWAs) are entrusted with the 

powers and responsibility to monitor and conserve wetlands within their 

jurisdiction. The subject matter of the present application pertains to the 

State Government of Uttar Pradesh & its concerned organizations and Uttar 

Pradesh State Wetlands Authority; accordingly, they are required to take 

appropriate action for removal of illegal encroachment and rejuvenating the 

pond. 

11. That, in view of the aforesaid, the Hon'ble Tribunal may pass the order(s) as 

it deems appropriate. 

VERIFICATION 
L , 

Verified at Lucknow on the d{ct; July 2025 that the contents of Paragraphs of 

the aforesaid affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief 

and nothing material has been suppressed or concealed therein. 

-.... ___ . 
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~ ~o mo ~o-33004/99 REGD. NO. D. L.-33004/99 

Ti. 802] 

No. 8021 

-mmmur 

EXTRAORDINARY 

'lWT II-~ 3_-a-q--~ (i) 

PART II-Section 3-Sub-section (i) 

vrnrcrn~~ 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

-=rt ~,~, ~ 26, 2017/ ~ 4, 1939 

NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017/ASVINA 4, 1939 

q4fq(Oj, cfrfafR Gf{vjqj~ qf"tqcFl ~ 

at~~-il'11 

~fu-R:ft. 26 ~. 2017 

m.'ifil'.f.t. 12oacar).~. m ~ ~ cfiT 3WfTcrl/,fcf, 'l'.!TlT t ~ ~ ~ 
TTTS( un-r111 fi.t-="-4..,....j ! "ff ~ ~ cfiT 311~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Bi tji Rl cfi ITTTmf cfiT 'l'.!TlT ~R t 9iR1lT 'cfi'{ 
1-te_,ciiof l-1'11("1cfi, Bll-llDl<fi * BitjiRlcfi cfil4cfi~l9T cfiT ~ m 8'J: ~ ~. ~ ¾_!~cfi(OI, ~ 
&l'-'4lcfi(OI, ~ ~. ~ cfiT T'f:-in:uJ", ~e,i:r ~ cfiT ~f'i4l-lrl, ~l/~ t ~ ~j-~ <ITT'™~ 

~ ~ 003TT # ~ ~ ~ ~ t1 

*· ~ ~. ~ * 'lROTPTT'rl", ~ (~ * 3fldl~cfi ~:fflcf cfiT f.ittll(OI, irn 
~ cfiT f.Mcr;:r), ~ ~ ~ ~ (~ ~ * ~-a-qr~~) t +TT~<l'lf it 
~ ~ 3fr{ ~ t 9iR1lT -r4h: ~ it ~:>.:r wmt if! 3fr{ ~ ~ um'l:FlT t ~ ~ t 
9 fb1 II-Itel ~q ~ OO&crr # ~ 3fr{ ~ IDU ~ ~ ~ 'ITTT3TT if~ g31T t 

*· ~ t ~ 51cf> t m (~)if~ ~ <PTT t ft~ t ~ ~ cfiT ~ ~ ~ 
ft~~ 94Tcl(OI #, ~ am-.fu 9'1, m, <RT 3fr{ ~ t .::err cfi't 3fr{ '3'B'cfi'f 'ffcf~ cfi't ~ 
st I fv1 1-11 ?f t m G4'T'lTT9 w; 

3ih. q4fci<a1 (m~) ~. 19s5 q4fc1<01 qi1" ~ 'S('(TTrf rn ~ ~ t!'~ ~ t f<;,Q: ~ 
~ fcl"m,r t, ~ ~ oITTtT t m~-m'<f amf~ 3ft1:" ~~~'+ft B~ Pl ct ~I 

3fr{, UW4" 9 4 fci (OI -;:frfi'l-, 2006 if ~ IDU ~ ~~ 00 <ITT' ~ ~ ~ ~ 3ft1:" 'fTm 
~ t fc;rcJ: ~ ~f.i411-1cfi 'ci?f" ~ rn # 3'{lcfl/<fcficTT ~ ~ ~ rr:rr ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~~'('!ITT :;:;i,- 'if.I:;, m 3i ct e11 i I cil, ~~~if~ Qr: 

3fr{, ~. ~ ~~t U1i'm ~ cfiT ~~ t -a-qr ffl ~ct,I{ ~"i ~ ~(R ~~ 

~1 t m~ * ~~1-1 ct' 'i°r ~ t R"Q; ~ ~1 

5864 GI/2017 (1) ,;;. _---, _ 

~)r~ 1•/ ~.K.MAUR 1~ /c-, , ~oca 

\C \ R~ift~~-~ 
j 

- U.?. \i1/~ 
' -
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2 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA: EXTRAORDINARY [PART II-SEC. 3(i)] 

3Tt<: ~ ~ 'i=t- mw 4 ~. 2010 # ti".m.cfiT.f.t. 951 (3T) IDU 3ffifc~ (W!';,OT 3Tt<: ')cfffil) 
f.nm, 201 0, ~ ~ %; 

* amf~ cfiT me-rur :if, ~Rt,g0rn ~ ,r;;<:f * ~ 3f~ cfif "flTTcfT"f ~er* ~er 
3ITMcfi '1N >RR cfiT ITT'icTT % (f',!JT ~ "ITT<liR ~ $11 t ~ ffirn ~ am f.:r1lT<T ~ tr '.TTW<TT 
it ~ ~ITTIT ain q, P si 01 1 <1t "flcrr* # ~ ~ ~ ~ mu if ~ t ~ ~ ~; 

*· ~ mcfi"R * "fic:r ~ ITT ~l/ITTT'ff cfif ~ "SfcfiR it~ f¾cfilfll,1--!cfi ~ram 3TTm 
~ it ~ ~ Q"1JTT<TI oo* * ~ AAITTTT .:=icfill ~ in: P-Rln: m * w om, ~ 
mfTif it ~ cFf 3'flcrll~ ~ fc\1 amf~ ~ Q"1JTT<TI t ~f l_:!l2'1 ~ tfccfi ~ 3lR: ;Jf(f, 

mmti"Rm.,t~~t~t~it~t; 
3ll<: ~ ~ 'i=t- ~iiT if ~r t >f'lTTcTT tf<:!';fOT 3Tt<: ')cf'/J,f t ~ amf~ (W!';,OT 3Tt<: ')cfffil) 

f.nn:r, 2010 ~ ~ ~ 3'flcrii~ ~ t 
*· 3fcf, ~ ~ 'i=t- q,if,-w1 (W!';,OT) ~. 1986 # m (1) 3fR: ~mu (2) t ~ (v) 

3TT<: um 3 # ;J'Tm-TT (3) t m:-:r ~ mu 25 IDU m llITTfi<it cfiT ~m ra gD; ;;r,=rm'ITT""<7lT cf;') -:ii 1 .-i cfi I tl t 
~.~~>I'~~# tr'lTT9i-lT t m.cfiT.f.t 385 (3T) mw 31 ~. 2016 IDU amf',ffe" (W!';,OT afR 
~Uil) f;nn:r, 2016 cfiT ~ ~fucr p.t,-zrrm; ait.: ~ ~tft ~ ~-Ft fol:i ~ ~ m-u '3cfcf ~ mm 
in:, '3"fl" mfm- it,~ W ~ if ll'l!IS1 •hl ~ W 3-~ cFT ~'1frffi"f "ITT ~ U cfi"{f m "ITTfi ~. 
~ft,# 3fcffu cf;')-~ t cf!/~ P-Rln: fcl;m ~; 

3fR:, W<T ~ ~ ~ ~ (m!';,OT afR ~'IJ,f) f;nn:r, 2016 t ~it~ ~l "fic:r ~ 
wif ~f arR ~ "fflToi-11, ~ 3TR: ~ TTl--!T"1" "fflToi-11 "ff~ ~PTT 3TT~ ~ gQ: %; 

3TR:, ~ 3TT~ arR ~f in:, ;Jf\" ::~;i:r,, ;:3fi;(1 fTsl a m mm t .:=icfu it ~ gQ: ~. in: ~ ~f 
3TT<: ~ ITT ~llrnr-=n- t i:n:n=rllf B ~ ~ IDU ~ ~ B P-Rln: fcl;m 1PTT; 

3fa: 3fcf, ~ ~. q,ifci;,_01 (W!';,OT) ~. 1986 cf;')- mu 3 # ;J1T-mu (1) afR ;J1T-mu (2) 
t ~ (v) 3fR: ;J'T-m-TT (3) t m:-:r ~ mu 25 3fR: mu 23 IDU ~ lllTTfi"llf cfiT ~ cfi"Ut gQ: "(-1':>:ff ~ 
(ffi!';,OT 3Tt<: ')cfffil) f;nn:r, 2010 ~ '3rl' cffd°t t fflcfT<l" ~ m gQ:, ~ ~ ~ it ~ fcl;-i.rr 1PTT :>:ff 

<lT ffl cfiT ~ fcl;m 1PTT :>:ff J amf~ t tf<:!';fl]T * ~'l),f t ~ f.i kj Pl [Tsj d f;nn:r ~ ~. 3f4TTJ::-

1. ~.fllf 3ITT: mi:'+r.-

(1) ~ f;nn:rr cfiT Bfu'H ;:ni:r amf~ (W!';,OT afR ')cfU) f;nn:r, 2017 %1 
(2) ~~it ~l/R cFT mfm-~ >fc[d" ~titl 

2. qfh111mt.-

(1) ~ mm if, "19 acfi fen~* "ft afi'<f:-:rr ~ ;:i- ~.-

(cfi) "~" "fl 9'1Tcl(OI (W!';,OT) ~. 1986 ~t 
("€T) ·~· ir -,i-w:/ffif ~ ~ ~ <l1 "fic:r ~ ITT 3ffif<~ ~. ~ t 
(.Y) 11

~
11 "ff f;nn:r 6 it~~ amf~ ~ ~ t; 

('ET)"~~ 'T1T'' ir ~ >fUTRt ~.~*am "flcrr* cfiT il,m ~ ~ t 
;Jf\" amf~r # ~ Rf?ra ~ t 

(s-) "~ ~'IJ,f "1'~" "ff~ itflT ~ ~ ~ ~ amf~ cfil ':(Mi':(cfd ~mt~ 
~f arR cfdfcll't;'1f cfiT cfUR ~ 1PTT % "(1'm W <TT"1rlT it m ')cf'IJ,f t ~i/"1'; ~!/<TT~ 

~ ffl t f<;rQ: ~ ~Uri cfil f cl I '1;'1 i, ~ 'cf2Ai, "l'f ~ P:f~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t, 
<lT ~ cfiT ~ ~; ~~~if q ~-9 J 11· cfiT cf"(1'f ~ t ~ * ')cfffil # ~ 
t lTT9rf t ~ ~ ~ 3TT<. cfi 1,if rel '1 rl ')cf'l),f cfi I '1 f rcl '1 i-1 ~ ~ ~ fl fp:i fc':l d %; 

('9) ''<:TllW ~,, "fl" 1911 it~ t U1TTTT" it ~1';fficf ~ .:=icfm ~ ~d" t 
(-3;) II~ it ~ ITT <lT ~ 1:fcfi, tj'tz~ <lT ;Jf(f; ~ <lT ~. PWft <lT ~. ;;p:;f ;,rt" 
~ t <lT ~. ~. w <lT ~. ~ 3@<@" ~ ;;p:;f cfiT ~~~cf;')- fF<m'r ~ 
lft"v: "ff 3lfficfi cFT r1" ~ ~ t ~ wif ~ ;Jf(f lfrlT, 'ITT'l t Wd', ~ ~~~ ~ ~ 
"ff llTi-19 f.tRTTr ~ ~t,fm!(r-,i-, 1--! ct1'19111 rl, rflfcfi ~ 3TR: ~ ~ t ~ ~ 
~ it f.tRTTr fi (-i-.Ji-11 ~ fl fp:i Pl d rlffe %; , ~AR . '· ' ' , y ' ·W!S / ~~- .. 
~ (( ,· •. '. 

--, J, 

·10·. 
- Z ~ .. •·. \.1..:.• ... 

,,..~\ .. . ,/ •. 
,·. /,· 
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3 

("f) "<ITI'if~ 'Cffur{" t GT ?:IT C::T t ~ q I fll'F4 fcl.J,)4 am:~~~ ~-a-~~~ 
~rrnt/ r;i 1~o!\ IQ flf"AiP!a ©- mmt~, arf.rl@ ~; 

(~) 
11

~ cfiT "S"~ ~
11 t ~ ~ t ~ if q1fbo11&ft 1fEcf))o1 t lffi-<l+f t ~ 

~~~onrw-wrcr 31f'~t 
("51") "~ ~· ir ~ <fr ~ ~{ t ~-!ITTf CfIT~ 'l=lllr f-irn r.n: ~cfi1f11,wti 

cfi l lfcfi<11 9ft91RUT q1fh1011Jl ~. ~ q1i"{sio11Jl ~3TTif~~ qfhtd"rt 'CGsITT~I 

(2) ~ ~4t .!?~ 3lR q-rf(- ifi, '1f1' ~ mirf if ~ t ~ ~ if@ t ~ ~ if 
1.lf'h11 ~ a %, cr~hr-h?fit m ~ ,nr ~ it ~1 

3. ~ifif~~-~~ f.h-r1Plf©a ~<l"T~~<ITT~Qm, ar~:­

(cfi) ~ ~ t 3fm.f ·~~# ~· t~if ~ ~; 
('(sf)~ WcfiTT, ~ -m:-cfiR 3TR~ ~ ~ "Sf"li'fT~ IDU ~TT arf~ ~I 

~it~ ~-'Hll<f w <l'lfT tfll~ mrah:r 9rf a~. 1927, r.jrl.f,.,nq (lR&TUr) ~. 
1972, 9rf (tfU,f11f) ~. 1980, ~ 9rf ~ \'I"~ ffl fr.lf.-tzp-11 mrf ~-f'TT, 2011 t arci.fu 
3lR 9ffl ITTt if~ crmt ~r <ITT~ if@ ~1it1 

4. ai11hffelff i1' fffiqlofi<-ti•li "R f.t.hr,,,--{ 1) ~ cfiT m'&"fOT 3ih: ~~. am!:~~ IDU ~ 
~ 'gRF,~<hj ~ ~~ ifi 3FJm( fct<IT ~I 

(2) ~t~. f.-tkiPlf©a nfi<.llcfi<>ll91<ITT~~~. ~:­

(i) fc};m 'lft ~ t oJfihfi1-101 $ fh:-~ ~mm! qf{cJch 

(ii) fc};m ~ cfil" ~ ~ 3TR f<1 ,;J 1-J I '1 ~ cfiT fuan: ~; 
(iii) frrrnirr af)T fci"~ ~ ~ frt-4i:r, 2016 ~ ahnfu ~ ~ frrrrfirT aih: ·f?ttcftf 3rm'flsc 

cfiT fr.lf,14fo1 ?:IT W'.4T<1"f <fr ~ <fT frttmrr; •~fhicfic.4 4 Ufflfrf ~ fctf,14fo1, ~ 3ih: 
am~. 1989 7.ll qf)fiific.44 ~!ff.f ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ -<fT ~ <llT 
~. 3WTTcf, f.:t,.mf 3TI1: ~ tjci'~ f.=t<.li:r. 1989 7.Jl qfh icfic.l-1 4 ~ (~u;r, """~ 
3fl<: (1ll-Jl91tl4 ~) ~ 2008 t 3icmcr 3ff.r 9rit qfhicficl-14 CRT~; f-arm)ise: (~) 
f.t<m, 2016 t 3icmcr 3lR ~ f-arm'flse; 

(iv) 3'1r ~ cfiT lffcrf; 

~mr. iiTT[d, ~. oo * ~ lfRcr ~rt ariii'ITTIB ~ * «l~{,1191· cfiT 
f.-tttmo1; 

(v) fc};m ~ ~ cfiT fcRft f.t4'fur ~cfflf iTTcf Wt, 1T-tfra mTT t ~~ITT.ft t mnT 
# ~ t ~ G'ff cf1TT if~~ t afrncR ~ ~ t <fOT'1T # ~; 3ih: 

(vi) ~~~I 

~ W"lf ~ ~ <fil- ffrliwqr ~ ~ cn14'<.fi<>11 q t ~ t ~ ~ WctiTT <fr ~ 
~ &h°'ll<ITTfii 'it mi:cr ~f tf7 ~ ,r;,: ~I 

5. : 511fsofi~o1 .--{1) ~ WcfiTT, ~ ~ if ~ amhffe ~ 'iiT 'loi'f ~ ~ 
f.-t kl ~ it'ir, ~4TTI::-

(i) ~ mcf)R t 94TcJ(Ol/cfi, ~ cfiT mun~~ <fr~ t ~ ~ ~ <!il<t ~ ~ 
~ -tjit - *'4"&1; 

(ii) ~ cfiT ~ ~ m ~ arr.n: ~ ~ - ;a-q-rt'4"&T; 

(iii) q,:ifc.J<"' ~ cfiT murrITT'i ~ - m ~ ; 
(iv) cjrf-Rtm,rcfilmurr~~-m~; 

(v) .\11¢ ~ ~ cfiT m-TTITITT'i 'fl"ffi - m ~; 
(vi) 1JT+fioT ~ -Rtm,r 'iiT m<fflITT'i 'f1"ffi - m ~; 

(vii) ~ mITT-foT fcMm cfiT ~tfoli U"ffi - ffl ~; 
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(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

(xviii) 

(2) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

(3) 

(4) 

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY 

~ f<rm.r <pf '+fffi!T~ ~-ffl ~; 

ffim * qf?l ~~<pf 'llmTT~ ~-ffl ~; 

~ f<rm.r <liT ~ nm ~ ~; 
~P-rm•Pfil ~r-1..+11):Jcti t1Gl<=l - 1..r~rr ~; 

~.!ffcf>, ~~ffef-0~-ffl~; 

~~ ~-w~; 

~ fflcf, ~ ~&cTT ;;rri- ffl ~; 

~~. ~~~~-w~; 

[PART II-SEC. 3(i)] 

q4fq(OI, cfrf*~ qflciJ.-t ~t~cfil4fo4 cflf~'Sl"m-.-t'~"fRe:t"cfi'-ffl~; 

~ q-r~~. ~ nh,r.,, ~- \I:-~!<'lf ~*fl I~ IMcfi-3TTMcfi ITT if it~ <liT 1Z"cfi 
p.fffl ~ ~~ ID"CT rfflf~ fcl;,rr \ifJlJ,; * 
q4fq(Ol/cf.-t' ~ 'lfT ~it~~ if~~/~ ~/~~lcfi -~ fflcfl 

~ ~. ~~ITT t ~~~ITT 3mt~ ~ <fif <loi-1' ~ ~ f.i+=.-t fc;i RI a 
~~.~:-

~~ITT <liT 'Sl"~l"Tf1"cfi" 'lfT ~ ~ - 3f~'lfl!if; 

q 4 fct (01 fcrm.T cfiT m<m~ fflcf - '31TT~'lfl!if; 

cfrf ~ <pf 'lTT(fil&"cfi' "f1"m - ffl ~; 

~TT[(f p.fcfi'ffi ~ cfiT ~ ~ - ~ ~; 

m+frrr p.fcfi'ffi P-Mwr <pf m<:m&"cfi' "f1"ffl - m ~; 
;;n;r mm.r,, fctm,r cfiT 'l=frofT&"cfi' "f1"ffl - m ~; 
~ f<rm.r cfiT ~ ~ -~ ~; 

ffim * qf?l ~ P-f'lWT cfiT m<m~ ~ -~ ~; 

~ ~ cfiT 'l'.ffim&"cfi' ~ - ffl ~; 

~ f<rm.r cfiT 'l'.ffim&"cfi' ~ -~ ~; 

~~fcfi, wr:ffef-0~-~~; 

~ fflcf, ~~ITT~~~ - w ~; 
~ fflcf, ~~ITT $r-AAITTTT ~ - ffl ~; 

~~ ~ - ffl ~; 

q4fc1<:0i, cfrf*~~~t~<i cfill!foll t~~~cfrf~-ffl~; 

~ ~4n'r".f?t, ;;;.;r-P-@Ti'f, ~. ·~-F<r tnwrll ~'- fl I~ IM "ii-~ ~ it lZ"cfi-lZ"cfi fctffl 
m ~ nu'lf ~ ~ffiflrf WU ;w-rfrt~ ~ ;;rrrr; * 
q 4Tct (01/cf.-t' P-f'lWJ' 'lfT ~~~if~~~ ~/~~fcfi -~ "fl"ffll 

~ ~ ~ 'lfT ~~ITT amt~~. ~ it 3ffiTeti, ~~Qr, 3fr4' ~. 

<fr~-~ . cfif tf.r.?r1 
~ 31Tt"ifi:t ~ 'lfT ~ ~ ITT ~ ~. F4 A f<.t ~ a ~rfu'm cfiT ~ cR:<TT * 
fr1 1-r1 fr:1 f© a ~ 'fif 1TTT'frf <ITT:1Tr, amni: :-

~ ~ t ~~R # crTmr it cft"i-1' lffif t 'lftITT: ~ 'lfT ~~ITT# ~'41 ~ # ~ 
~<R:i-lT; 

~ f,pp:r"'f t 'Sl"cfiT~R <Ff cfTmr it ~ lffif t ~trcn: ~d' <fiT ~~ c!"Rl' 3Trt~ •ITT ~ ~ 
<R:.-tT; 3fr4' ~ ~ ~r ~ 3f&l'f tr<frr~~ &i lJ:'iJ_f?lllT #~~~cm-~~ - '.!;!::!::==~ 

ir~; ~ ~ARy 

~ ~~0'1]. jt\ ~ 
1/ --,: • t. · ~0cate t 

\).O , I ;z: 
C> '\ 1.v.cn -'~; •$f'I,) ~ 
~,~i~-\'\l' /20 
, _./\~./- 'v 
, .: n ;.. v. 
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('cf) ~ ~r t Qcfiflffi'f "4it ~ "ft" ~ ~ "4it 3T9fu t ~ "fr4t 3lrirlwPTT ;f,t- olfl"Cfcfi ~ ~ 
~ ~ aftT ~ ~ITT "fl" ~Pl ~ mu fqcfiftict .f.t \ifr.r ~ :ti!~ ~ lTTfu tfT. ~ 
6jy~1-s c/>{.-JI; 6jl C ~~ ~41 ~ '-'l(~c/> ~~ 9rf ~ 6J'¢~d.-J G!,~1 ;.rrc:cm: 

(~) ~amf~t'lflm fclf.-t4flla aitt3zyITTr~;;rR~cfi14i.fi~l9Taitt~'.fllNITT;f,t­

~ ~ fclcfif°Act ~; 

("'if) Pc! Pt R'<Sc. ~ t ~ ~ cfil 4'cfi~ 1 cn· ;f,t-~if~. <lf.t cfil{ ~r, cf;t TTMlITTlir cfivTT; 

(~) ~r ;f,j- ar~ ~ ~ ~ 'fi'u:rur ~ gRn:1,ftj ~ ~ ~ c/ ,1 4.{lfcl,;ii 'llft'infqq 
cfivTT; <lf.t ~;rft'lcf; ~ ~ tfi l 4tfi~ I \fi (~ ~ T, ~-~ ~. ~-~ITTi ~~ f)~

4
w;: 

(l-1.fl ~.'JJ<l am: Iii i ptfB,,fi ~ ) 'tfiT ~ f,tlrr \iITTTT % 1TT -n:rr.f ~ °<fn· ~ ft; iTT ~ . 
~ eFt" rttmr m- t -tmi; T.!'c/l ~. un· me,rur t mir wm ~ ~f <ITT" ~Rm~! 
(~~-~~mi; ~ m '-lT ~ ~<ft-~ q;{iff) <ITT Fc1 ~q;iof ~T<T '!iTrTT; 

("f) ~ ~ 3111!:'+ffi~ifi t f<:tTi; ~ ~ 'lft;JfrTT 'tfiT 5,<l fcf,1..,lofi rf ~ (~ ~ ~ 
tll-JrcMrf ii' tfn:rr-~ 3~~ tr~). * irf lfl"1rf l&W ~ •4rcr{ amr~. "fT q1f1f"AlfBr:fi)<f 
~ t ~ %, ~ 9 I~ l-9\1.<h ~ <ITT "!Rf~ 3jtt ~ ~.t,, ~ 97 ffi'IT.-;.p.ff; 

(~) '3"'f ~ if, "!$. i ajmf~RP11 £-1Jl'l,;i7 4T a~·iffe i:r'fnn:f ;f,j- ml-1T ~ <~fuR ~ $1' <ITT~ f.t;fi ~-un:Uf 
~ t ~ c!?ol<TT ~ t ~ efi l4efi&1 l1-rl ~ 'JC!U.-in:f ii'~~ <Fl"~~~ ·fm!: 
~ mJ; ~llf ~; 

(of) Fcltil-llrf ~fflcf ~ITT~ ;f,j- mrn ~~* 3itt ~rt m~ ~u ~~ i:)) cfil4frcl4rf t 
~ t ~ ~ ;f,j-~ cfivTT; 

(c) ~ ~r aft, 3A wrra arfirFrtin:n·, f.nn:rf * -~r 'tfiT ~ u-Frt-~ 'cfi"vtT aft-{ ~-~ 
3TTffl i:i.. (~ ~ ef\f t "B' ~fufl<R tfT.} TN~ ~t,m .. <n=r -?r-·cttft ~.f~~r amt~ 
.fTT fr-,mt tfT.~ ~mm m '.fier ~ ~ ,;rqmr,, m W<l'"fR<!iR <ITT~ ~ T: 

(o) ~ wrcr P-hTTlTT afi-{ 3fr1:r ~ ~ t m~-in:r ii ~Rti1i'ftj ~ t ~ t arr~ tfT. 
~ ~Uri" ~3TT ~ ij;,1.jlrcl4<1 cfl"I fil--ircl4rf cfivTT; 

(~) ~ m ~ ~ ~ -srlimr,, ~ ~ m:ft ~ Fclf.-tR'tSc. ~1 ~~-.,~"SI~~~ 
if ffl cfivTT; 

(~) ~ ij;,41.-cl 4<1 ~1 eFt" ~ ~ "fml1JT 3ih: "frc1cf ~ mi; 3l19li<fcfi ~lir -;;nfl-~; 

(1l'f) ~1 ~ ~ aih- f;l,1w.i,,1 11.i'f ~ ~u if qurmftm 3ih: ~ ~1 ~ m 'JJl•i<fcfictl ii 
"ffq$, ~ ~ "i.fiT.IT; <111-

(a) ~ ~ m ~ mcfi"R m ~~ITT -SFIITTfrf mu~~ 1f.i R'<Sc. ~ ~ i:n:: ~ ~1 

(5) ~~'-lT~~ITT"SfllTTWfcfiT~mT<T, ~~~~fcri:n.r~ tiAi41~4 ~ 
~ if m-ft 3l19li<fcfi ~ ~ cRlJT 3itt 'tfiT4 V<TTI 

(6) ~. ~ f.=t-in:r1 ~ >l"cfiTlifrf ~ ~ f.tr t ~ : 
(c/1) ~ ~fctlcl'l17. 3ih: ~u ~* c/11 g<1f.f<1:cfi<1 ffl a~ amt'!ffe ~ mu f.=tfftSc 

fcfim ~ ~ tfT. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Bfi'rfct cfiT, 3itt 
(~) ;Jf,fqT IDU ~ ~ ;f,j- .T{ ~ ;f,j-~ 91B 6itt ~ arnftrcr 'PB t ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ mJ; 'i4"R ~"fr~ oRf ~ ~nfl:rnJ <ITT lRirf cITT:1lTI 

(7) '3"9'-~ (6) if~ t1fi)fa4j ffl ¥<TT~ f.-ttS91~rf ~~~~if cf1lf "ft° cf1lf ~ olTT ~ ~, 
(8) ~ ;f,j- cfW if cf1lf "fr cf1lf ~ olTT ~ ~I 

(9) { 1";.i ~-c-ti1 -c ~, +i\:J (1-r;.i ei-?f ,;rf< rm-.=r ~ <111-1f.-lR'Q ~ t fr.:-~ tfG"ffi 'fiT •wf,-t,1 ~1 
~ ~ cfW "4if 3fc!& cfiT zyTTI 
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6. ~ ~ ~ 'ifiT lfoil.-(1) ~ 'fRcfiR, ~ ~ ~ ~ efiT 1foif ~. ~ 
~rm, ~in'r. 3l'~ :-

(i) mer, q 4fct <01, 'cfi'f 3ITT: ~ ~ ~. munn:cf>n: - art.:r&r; 

(ii) ~ ~ ffl ~ "<%: ~0isf "flfu '4T ~ "flfu, q 4Tct (01, cfi'f 3ITT: ~ ~ 
~. mur ~ - ~.:r&r; 

(iii) ~ ~/ilcf), ~' 94Tct(OI, qi'f 3IT( ~ qf{i:;lcfi'j ~, muf 'fRcfiR - ~ 

(iv) 3Tre'~ffe<rr mMt ffl ~ "<%: tlivllQi:fil( '4T ~ 'Bffl, 94Tct(OI, cfi'f 3ITT: ~ ~ 
~-~~; 

(v) ~'Bffl, ~~. mtcr~-~~; 

(vi) ~ 'Bffl, ~ m=TT&'i'i", m ffcnffi 3ITT: lllTT m.&1'"UT ~. mur ~ -~ ~; 

(vii) ~'Bffl, ~3ITT:fc):;m,,~~. ~m<fiR-ffi~; 

(viii) ~ 'Bffi, fl IS-JI Rief> ~ 3ITT: ~ ~ mur m<fiR - ffl 'flG'Bl"; 

(ix) ~'Bffl, !iTT[tt~~. ~~-ffl~; 
(x) ~'Bffl,mlfror~~.~~-ffl~; 
(xi) 3l't<f&f, ~~~mt-~~; 

(xii) ITT!iTcfl, muft4" mfirr ~&1'"UT '4T ~ 1:;to - ffl ~; 
(xiii) ITTllTcfl, mufhr ~ ~ '4T ~ 1:;to -~ ~; 

(xiv) ITT!ITcfi', 3hrrt&1 61 ijSI 1fu ~. 61 t'fS-1 GI "11 G '-IT~ 1:;tfi -~ ~; 

(xv) ~ ~ ~ 3TI<lll'r - ffl ~; 
(xvi) fl i11 'i!_cf>I <, ;:fl-fit 3TI<lll'r -~ ~; 

(xvii) wT4' m<fiR '4T ~ ~~ '..f.lITTfi'f ~ cftrr ~. -i:!$hlij$hS-J mm< ~. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
i:fil4i:fili1~~; 

(xviii) 3ffir'l~Ji:)'"crrft~, ~~. ~~. ~-'/fll<f~3~T( fllS-JIRicf> ~ !ITIBf~~Tif 
'fr~ efiT ~-lJ.<f, ~ffl; 3IT( 

(xix) ~ ff 'Wffi@- cfiPT· i:f"i""~ ~ ~!ITcfi'/~ ~llfofi~ ITT!lfofi, q <ifct (OI, qi'f 3ITT: ~ 
~~ - ~mefl 

(2) ~ ~ ~. ~ 3Me'ra ~. cftrr ii"~ 3Jr<f ~ cfiT ttt'f41 Ria efi""( ~1 

(3) ~~~ f.iklRF©a ¥<TTcfiT~~. ~:-

(cfi) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~S-J~a 1iof ~ r:i'rr ~ ~ ~ ~ 3ITT: ~ ~ 
i:fil4$hi?i ~~if~ m<fiR cfil' ~ ~; 

("@') 3il~l!_~lfi ~ ~ ,;r.f&'i'i" ~ ~ ~~S-1@9,of ~ ~ ~ ~ 3lTmfur ~ 3ITT: 
l=fl1R!/f-f, ~ ~ cf>(rfT; 

(ll) ~ WU ~ mi:iT ~ GI-, 4 I r<FF'l cf;r f.i < I ( 1.fl ifi"(rff; 

('cf) f.nn:r 4 ~ '3"1l f.:np:r (2) if 4~ 1f.iR:ie ~, fil,4 l<lwl 11n ~ ~ ~ 'ITT<liTtt '4T ~ ~ 
~ ~1<m,.rr ii" ~ ~~ '.TT'fficfr i't, 'fTcit~ it ~ ~ c1tt ~ ~; 

(~.) ~ ~ ~ 3T&R ~~cf;)-~ cfil' ~ ~ ;;rR cf;)- fi'rlilftllT 
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( 4) ~ t lh:-~ ~r cfiT cfil 4c/il (1 a),, crf "ft" ~ cfiT ~ -~-m 

(5) ~ ~ ~ lITTT if cfi1=r "ft° cfi1=r ~ ~ ~ cfit.ftl 

7. ~~ am:-tj-er~ ~v-wm.=rr~ ~ aftl:m"ifil ',1{'41~1"1<1.-{1) ~ w.cfiTT. "l:fT "f.f'cf 
~ ~ )("!/m=r,f cfiT W¾ ~ ~ f.:t,:r-q) t >19'if!/R <F\" ~ ~ 'qefi qtj' # ~ t ~ ~ fwt 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ -~hrn:: ~. ~ ~l-i-1 Pi ful a cfiT ~ ~:-

(cfi} ~!/ffi $ ;r,rr~ ~ ~r ~ ~ 3itt ~ ~ IDU ~ ~ cfiT 
«ll-licfirt; 

(~) ~ m ITT cfil m l-1 i c/ii-1 3itt ~ +fRffl if @!;fua- '31lcfiT ~ '3""9<ff,T 3rR 611 Vi'~i Ra ~ ITT; 
(<T} 1TTftfi:~-~ cfiT ~; 

('cf} ~: r=1£-ll-lli-l ~Tcf~f,;)"~cfiTitm; 

(6.) ~am~m~t'lftm:~~-~ Rfi41cfi(119 #~; 
('9) ~ aiti: ~ m ~ t ma-,'._ f.:1 ~ 4fil a ~ "TR cITTt ~-~ Rfi4 lcfi(1 I 9T # ~; aiti: 
(~) ~) t ~ # -ttfct; 
(2) ~. zjfu-r.a C:fcl l~"1 ~ 3TTm<:i:r<:, ~cfil"~~"l"Rt~~mcfiR"l:fl"f.f'cf 
~~ t;r!IITTR' cfil" ffrtfil"ftl<T "cfiZlTTI 

(3) ~ mcm: "l:fT zj-er ~ ~ )("!/m=r,f ~ 3fR ~ ~ B" ~ arrrn, ,;@: ~ "@, i:r.: 
~ ffl t 'l!i~ ~ ~ cf,)- ,p.ft ~llr .fTT-~ "ft" ~ ,;it :;;m;ftu ft;, ?r ~ # 
3l9fu t 'lftm: ~ if ~cfil" ~~, 

(4) (cfl) ~ mCfiR B'rl-lT-1:fR 3Trn'1~ t ~ if, ~ GRl l~'1f, ~ '3"'1-f.:t,:r-q (1) it "4"1!IT 
~ ~ ~ 11{ ~. cflr ~ m if w«r ~ ~ zjJT &er ~ITT )("iim=r,,r t ~ ~ 

(~) ~ ~ t 3TTm<: i:r.:, ~ ~ ~ ~ cfil" ~ ~ "TR t fc;rQ: 
~ m<fiR cfil" ~~ mt1 

(<T) ~ mCfiR ~ 3itt ~ 'Z2l"Rfi;.ft ir ~ amro, ~ m QT, i:r.: ~ ffl t 1T!i'9TT( 
~ ~ # 11{ ~!/r c1n-~ ir c[I" m ~ m- ir ~ .f,)-~ t 'lftm: ~ cfil" 
~it~ cfit.ft1 

(5) (cfi} ~ mcm: ~r "fl"~~ t fc;rQ: ~ ~ ~ 11""m, cfiT ~ mr1 

(~) ~ mcfiR, ~ mcfiR 3fR zj-er ~ ~t;f!im=r,f 300 ~it#~ t ~ 
if,~~~ 3fq"(,j"f6 mt1 

[tfil. "ff. ~-22012/78/2003-~(~ i:ni.V] 

if. 1:1;. ~. ~ •;;fr 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 26th September, 2017 

G.S.R. 1203(E).-Whereas the wetlands, vital parts of the hydrological cycle, are highly productive 

ecosystems which support rich biodiversity and provide a wide range of ecosystem services such as water storage, water 

purification, flood mitigation, erosion control, aquifer recharge, microclimate regulation. aesthetic enhancement of 
landscapes while simultaneously supporting many significant recreational, social and cultural activities, being part of 

our rich cultural heritage: 

Aull wlie1ea~ 1rnu1y wella11ds ,ue tl11eale11ed uy 1ecla1uatiu11 a11d degradation through drainage and landfill, 
pollution (discharge of domestic and industrial effluents, disposal of solid wastes), hydrological alteration (water 
withdrnwul und chunges in inflow and outflow), over-exploitation of their nuturnl resources resulting in loss of 

biodiversity and disruption in ecosystem services provided by wetlands; 
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8 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA: EXTRAORDINARY [PART II-SEC. 3(i)] 

And whereas clause (g) of article 51 A of the Constitution stipulates that it shall be the duty of every citizen of 
India to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have 
compassion for living creatures; 

And whereas the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 is a comprehensive legislation to provide protection and 
improvement of the environment, including inter-alia, wetlands, and for matters connected therewith; 

And whereas the National Environment Policy, 2006 recognises the ecosystem services provided by wetlands 
and emphasizes the need to set up a regulatory mechanism for all wetlands so as to maintain their ecological character, 

and ultimately support their integrated management; 

And whereas India is a signatory to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and is committed to conservation and 
wise use of all wetlands within its territory; 

And whereas the Central Government has published the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 
2010, vide number G.S.R. 951 (E), dated the 4th December, 2010; 

And whereas conservation and wise use of wetlands can provide substantial direct and indirect economic 
benefits to state and national economy, and thereby the Central Government stands committed to mainstreaming full 
range of wetland biodiversity and ecosystem services in development planning and decision making for various sectors; 

And whereas the State Governments and Union Territory Administrations need to take into account wetland 
ecosystem services and biodiversity values likewise within their developmental programming and economic well-being, 

also taking into cognizance that land and water, two major ecological constituents of wetland ecosystems, are enlisted as 
State subjects as per the Constitution; 

And whereas the Central Government considered it necessary to supersede the Wetlands (Conservation and 

Management) Rules, 2010 for effective conservation and management of wetlands in the country; 

And whereas the Central Government had, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 25, read with sub­
section (I) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) and sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 

published the draft Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2016, vide number G.S.R. 385 (E) dated 31 st 

March, 2016 for information of the public likely to be affected thereby; and notice was given that the said draft rules 
would be taken into consideration by the Central Government after expiry of a period of sixty clays from the date on 
which copies of the Gazette notification is made available to the public; 

And whereas Lhe Central Government has received the suggestions and objections from the State 
Governments, Union Territories and its organisations, individuals and civil society organisations on the draft Wetlands 

(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2016; 

And whereas the suggestions and objections received in response to the above mentioned draft rules have been 
duly considered by the Central Government in consultation with State Governments and Union Territory 
Administrations. 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 25, read with sub-section (1) and clause (v) of 
sub-section (2) and sub-section (3) of section 3 and section 23 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and in 
supersession of the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010, except as respects things done or omitted to 

be done before such supersession, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules for conservation and 

management of wetlands, n::imely:-

1. Short title and commencement.-

( I) These rules may be called the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017. 

(2) These shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. Definitions.-

( 1) In these rules, unless the context olherwise requires,-

(a) "Act" means the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; 

(b) "Authority" means the State Wetlands Authority or Union Territory Wetlands Authority, as the c 

~ 
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(c) "Committee" means the National Wetlands Committee referred to in rule 6; 

(d) "ecological character" means the sum of ecosystem components, processes and services that characterise 
the wetlands; 

(e) "integrated management plan" means a document which describes strategies and actions for achieving 
wise use of the wetland and the plan shall include objectives of site management; management actions 
required to achieve the objectives; factors that affect, or may affect, the various site features; monitoring 
requirements for detecting changes in ecological character and for measuring the effectiveness of 
management; and resources for management implementation; 

(f) "Ramsar Convention" means the Convention on Wetlands signed at Ramsar, Tran in 1971; 

(g) "wetland" means an area of marsh, fen, peatland or water; whether natural or artificial, permanent or 
temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the 
depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters, but does not include river channels, paddy fields, 
human-made water bodies/tanks specifically constructed for drinking water purposes and structures 
specifically constructed for aquaculture, salt production, recreation and irrigation purposes; 

(h) "wetlands complexes" means two or more ecologically and hydrologically contiguous wetlands and may 
include their connecting channels/ducts; 

(i) "wise use of wetlands" means maintenance of their ecological character, achieved through implementation 
of ecosystem approach within the context of sustainable development; 

U) "zone of influence" means that part of the catchment area of the wetland or wetland complex, 

developmental activities in which induce adverse changes in ecosystem structure, and ecosystem services. 

(2) The words and expressions used in these rules and not defined, but defined in the Act, shall have the 
meanings assigned to them in the Act. 

3. Applicability of rules.-These mies shall apply to the following wetlands or wetlands complexes, namely:­

(a) wetlands categorised as 'wetlands of international importance' under the Ramsar Convention; 

(b) wetlands as notified by the Central Government, State Government and Union Territory Administration: 

Provided that these mies shall not apply to the wetlands falling in areas covered under the Indian Forest 
Act, 1927, the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, the State Forest Acts, and the 
Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 2011 as amended from time to time. 

4. Restrictions of activities in wetlands.-(]) The wetlands shall be conserved and managed in accordance with the 
principle of 'wise use' as determined by the Wetlands Authority. 

(2) The following activities shall be prohibited within the wetlands, namely,-

(i) conversion for non-wetland uses including encroachment of any kind; 

(ii) setting up of any industry and expansion of existing industries; 

(iii) manufacture or handling or storage or disposal of construction and demolition waste covered under 
the Construction and Demolition Waste Management Rules, 2016; hazardous substances covered 
under the Manufacture, Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical Rules, 1989 or the Rules for 
Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and Storage of Hazardous Micro-organisms Genetically engineered 
organisms or cells, 1989 or the Hazardous Wastes (Management, Handling and Transboundary 
Movement) Rules, 2008; electronic waste covered under the E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016; 

(iv) solid waste dumping; 

(v) discharge of untreated wastes and effluents from industries, cities, towns, villages and other human 

settlements; 

(vi) any construction of a permanent nature except for boat jetties within fifty metres from th~ m~nn hieh 
flood level observed in the past ten years calculated from the date of commencement of these rules; 
and, 

(vii) poaching. 

~ 

15141
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Provided that the Central Government may consider proposals from the State Government or Union 
Territory Administration for omitting any of the activities on the recommendation of the Authority. 

5. Wetlands Authorities.-(!) The Central Government hereby constitutes the State Wetlands Authority in each 
State with the following members, namely:-

(i) Minister In-charge of the Department of Environment/Forests of the State Government or Minister In­
charge of the Department handling wetlands - Chairperson; 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

(xviii) 

(2) 

Chief Secretary of the State or Additional Chief Secretary equivalent - Vice Chairperson; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Environment - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Forests - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Urban Development - Member ex-ojjicio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Rural Development - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Depa11ment of Water Resources - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Fisheries - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Irrigation and Flood Control - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Tourism - Member ex-officio; 

Secretary in-charge of the Department of Revenue - Member ex-officio; 

Director, State Remote Sensing Centre - Member ex-officio; 

Chief Wildlife Warden - Member ex-officio; 

Member Secretary, State Biodiversity Board - Member ex-officio; 

Member Secretary, State Pollution Control Board - Member ex-officio; 

Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of the Regional Office of Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change - Member ex-officio; 

One expert each in the fields of wetland ecology, hydrology, fisheries, landscape planning and socio­
economics to be nominated by the State Government; and 

Additional Secretary/Joint Secretary/Director in the Department of Environment/Forests or 

Department handling wetlands - Member Secretary. 

The Central Government hereby constitutes the Union Territory Wetlands Authority for each Union 
Territory with the following members, namely:-

(i) Administrator or Chief Secretary of the Union Territory - Chairperson; 

(ii) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Environment - Vice Chairperson; 

(iii) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Forests - Member ex-officio; 

(iv) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Urban Development - Member ex-officio; 

(v) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Rural Development - Member ex-officio; 

(vi) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Water Resources - Member ex-officio; 

(vii) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Fisheries - Member ex-officio; 

(viii) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Irrigation and Flood Control - Member ex-officio; 

(ix) Secretary in-charge of the Department of Tourism - Member ex-officio; 

(x) Secretary in-charge of the Departments of Revenue - Member ex-officio; 

(xi) Director, Remote Sensing Centre - Member ex-officio; 

(xii) Member Secretary, Union Territory Pollution Control Committee - Member ex-officio; 
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(xiii) Member Secretary, Biodiversity Board of the UT - Member ex-officio; 

(xiv) Chief Wildlife Warden - Member ex-ojjic:io; 

(xv) Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of the Regional Office of Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change- Member ex-officio; 

(xvi) One expert each in the fields of wetland ecology, hydrology, fisheries, landscape planning and socio­

economics to be nominated by the Union Territory Administration; and 

(xvii) Additional Secn:tary/Joint Secretary/Director in the Department of Environment/Forests or 

Department handling wetlands - Member Secretary. 

(3) The State Wetlands Authority or Union Territory Wetlands Authority may co-opt other members, not 

exceeding three in number, if required. 

(4) The State Wetlands Authority or Union Territory Wetlands Authority shall exercise the following 
powers and perform the following functions , namely:-

(a) prepare a list of all wetlands of the State or Union Territory within three months from the date of 
publication of these rules; 

(b) prepare a list of wetlands to be notified, within six months from the date of publication of these rules; 
taking into cognizance any existing list of wetlands prepared/notified under other relevant State Acts; 

(c) recommend identified wetlands, based on their Brief Documents, for regulation under these rules; 

(d) prepare a comprehensive digital inventory of all wetlands within a period of one year from the date of 
publication of these rules and upload the same on a dedicated web portal to be clevelopecl by the 

Central Government for the said purpose; the inventory to be updated every ten years; 

(e) develop a comprehensive list of activities to be regulated and permitted within the notified wetlands 

and their zone of influence; 

(f) recommend additions, if any, to the list of prohibited activities for specific wetlands ; 

(g) define strategies for conservation and wise use of wetlands within their jurisdiction; wise use being a 
principle for managing these ecosystems which incorporates sustainable uses (such as capture 

fisheries at subsistence level or harvest of aquatic plants) as being compatible with conservation, if 
ecosystem functions (such as water storage, groundwater recharge, flood buffering) and values (such 

as recreation and cultural) are maintained or enhanced; 

(h) review integrated management plan for each of the notified wetlands (including trans-boundary 
wetlands in coordination with Central Government), and within these plans consider continuation and 
support to traditional uses of wetlands which are harmonized with ecological character; 

(i) in cases wherein lands within boundary of notified wetlands or wetlands complex have private 
tenancy rights, recommend mechanisms for maintenance of ecological character through promotional 

activities; 

(j) identify mechanisms for convergence of implementation of the management plan with the existing 

State/Union Territory level development plans and programmes; 

(k) ensun: enforcement of these rules and other relevant Acts, rules and regulations and on half-yearly 

basis (June and December of each calendar year) inform the concerned State Government or Union 
Territory Administration or Central Government on the status of such notified wetlands through a 

reporting mechanism; 

(I) coordinate implementation of integrated management plans based on wise use principle through 

various line departments and other concerned agencies; 

(m) function as nodal authority for all wt:tln11d specific aulhurilies within tht: Stale ur Union Territory 

Administration; 
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(o) undertake measures for enhancing awareness within stakeholders and local communities on values 
and functions of wetlands; and 

(p) Advise on any other matter suo-motu, or as referred by the State Government/Union Territory 
Administration. 

(5) The concerned Department of the State Government or Union Territory shall provide all necessary 
support and act as nodal Department and Secretariat to the Authority. 

(6) The Authority shall, within ninety days of publication of these rnles, shall constitute,-

(a) a technical committee to review brief documents, management plans and advise on any 
technical matter referred by the Wetland Authority; and 

(b) a grievance committee consisting of four members to provide a mechanism for hearing and 
forwarding the grievances raised by public to the Authority; 

(7) The Committees referred to in sub-rule (6) shall meet at least once in every quarter to perform their 
functions . 

(8) The Authority shall meet at least thrice in a year. 

(9) The term of non-official members of the Authority nominated by State Government or Union 
Territory Administration, shall be for a period not exceeding three years. 

6. Constitution of' Notional Wetlands Committee.-(!) The Central Government, hereby constitutes the National 
Wetlands Committee with the following members, namely :-

(i) Secrntary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India - Chairperson; 

(ii) Special Secretary or Additional Secretary dealing with wetlands, Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Government of India-Vice Chairperson; 

(iii) Additional Director General, Wildlife, Ministry of Environment. Forest and Climate Change, 
Government of India - Member ex-ojjicio; 

(iv) Adviser or Joint Secretary dealing with wetlands, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change - Member ex-officio; 

(v) Joint Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India- Member ex-officio; 

(vi) Joint Secretary , Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, 
Government of India- Member ex-officio; 

(vii) Joint Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India- Member ex-

0.fficio; 

(viii) Joint Secretary, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India- Member ex­

officio; 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

(xv) 

(xvi) 

(xvii) 

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India- Member ex-officio; 

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India- Member ex-officio; 

The Chairman, Central Pollution Control Board - Member ex-o.fjicio; 

Director, Zoological Survey of India or Scientist F- Member ex-officio; 

Director, Botanica_l Survey of India or Scientist F- Member ex-officio; 

Director, Space Application Centre, Ahmedabad or Scientist F- Member ex-officio ; 

Member, Central Water Commission - Member ex-officio; 

Adviser, Niti Aayog - Member ex-officio: 

Three representatives of State Government or Union Territory Administration on a rotational basis for 
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(xix) Director/Additional Director/Joint Director dealing with wetlands, Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change - Member Secretary. 

(2) The National Wetlands Committee may co-opt ocher members, not exceeding three in number, if 
required. 

(3) The National Wetlands Committee shall perform the following functions, namely:-

(a) advise the Central Government on appropriate policies and action programmes for conservation and 
wise use of wetlands; 

(b) evolve norms and guidelines for integrated management of wetlands based on wise use principle; 

(c) monitor implementation of these rules by the Authority; 

(d) advise the Central Government on proposals received from State Governments or Union Territory 
Administrations for omission of the prohibited activities as referred in sub-rule (2) of rule 4; 

(e) recommend designation of wetlands of international importance under Ramsnr Convention; 

(f) recommend trans-boundary wetlands for notification; 

(g) review progress of integrated management of Ramsar sites and transboundary wetlands; 

(h) advise on collaboration with international agencies on issues related to wetlands; and 

(i) advise on any other matter suo-moto, or as refe1Ted by the Central Government. 

(4) The tenure of non-official members of the Committee shall not exceed three years. 

(5) The Committee shall meet at least once in every six months. 

7. Delegation of powers and functions to the State Governments and Union Territory Administrations.­
( I) The concerned Department of the State Government or Union Territory Administration shall. within a period 
of one year from the date of pub! ication of these rules, prepare a Brief Document for each of the wetland identified 
for notification, providing:-

(a) demarcation of wetland boundary supported by accurate digital maps with coordinates and validated by 
ground truthing; 

(b) demarcation of its zone of influence and land use and land cover thereof indicated in a digital map; 

(c) ecological character description; 

(d) account of pre-existing rights and privileges; 

(e) list of site-specific activities to be permitted within the wetland and its zone of influence; 

(f) list of site specific activities to be regulated within the wetland and its zone of influence; and 

(g) modalities for enforcement of regulation ; 

(2) Based on the Brief Document, the Authority shall make recommendations to the State Government or Union 

Territory Administration for notifying the wetlands. 

(3) The State Government or Union Territory Administration shall, after considering the objections, if any, from 
the concerned and affected persons, notify the wetlands in the Official Gazette, within a period not exceeding 

240 days from the date of recommendation by the Authority. 

(4) (a) Tn case of trans-boundary wetlands, the Central Government shall coordinate with concerned State 
Governments and Union Territory Administrations to prepare the Brief Document containing information as 

listed in sub-rule (I) . 

(b) Based on the Brief Document, the National Wetlands Committee shall make recommendations to the 

Ce.ntral Government for notification of the wetlautl. 

(c) The Central Government shall, after considering the objections, if any, from the concerned and affected 
persons, notify the wetlands in the Official Gazette, within a period not exceeding 240 days from the date of 

recommendation by the Committee. 
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(5) (a) The Central Government shall create a dedicated web portal for information relating to wetlands. 

(b) The Central Government, State Government and Union Territory Administration shall upload all relevant 
information and documents pertaining to wetlands in their jurisdiction. 

[F. No. J-22012/78/2003-CS (W) Pt. VJ 

Dr. A. DURAISAMY, Scientist 'G' 

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064 
und Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. ALOK Digitally signed by ~ 

ALOK KUMA~ ~ ,._ DR ' ~ 

KUMAR Date:201 7.09;26 '\ ,r.. \ ,Y ":--
22:25:Jl ' ·05'3.()'l _.~ 1/ ,",,, • -i( 

It i. / r,, : "! 
'I ..,. I •• 

\
I (-\· I \ t,j,\ ,1 

,1. , ; ' 1/, 

• - ,;, 't-l'Y· • . ~ ,\.~ ' 
• . _/ • 

~----::T""--:-"T"'r~ --~ ..,--·---

20146



Outlook

ADVANCE SERVICE OF REPLY ON BEHALF OF MOEF IN OA/126/2025 SOMVEER SINGH VS STATE
OF U P

From Office <office@ilolegal.com>
Date Mon 28/07/2025 20:02
To cummra3@gmail.com <cummra3@gmail.com>; csup@nic.in <csup@nic.in>; ms@uppcb.in

<ms@uppcb.in>; chairman@uppcb.in <chairman@uppcb.in>; romeerut@uppcb.in <romeerut@uppcb.in>;
dmmee@nic.in <dmmee@nic.in>; zce.mrt.upjn.rural@gmail.com <zce.mrt.upjn.rural@gmail.com>

1 attachment (10 MB)
Reply Affidavit in OA 126 of 2025.pdf;

PLEASE FIND THE ATTACHED COPY OF REPLY ON BEHALF OF MOEF IN OA/126/2025 SOMVEER SINGH
VS STATE OF U P

REGARDS
Intellective Law Offices
T: +91 11-43747474
F: +91 11-43747475 
A: C - 146 and A - 74, 
Lower Ground Floor,
Defence Colony,
New Delhi - 110024

This communication (including any accompanying documents) is intended only for the use of the addressee(s) and
contains information that is confidential and may be legally privileged. Unauthorized reading, dissemination, distribution
or copying of this communication is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, please
immediately notify the same by sending an email to office@ilolegal.com and promptly destroy the original
communication. Thank you for your cooperation. 
Communicating through email is not secure and capable of interception, corruption, and delays. Anyone communicating
by email accepts the risks involved and their consequences.
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